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Welcome to Worship!  

 
We are glad you are here. May you feel the presence of God with you and in 
this community as we sing, pray, hear the Word and share in God’s 
communion.  
 If you would like to share with us your name and connect with us in 
other ways, there is a visitor card at the back of this bulletin that may be 
filled out and placed in the offering plate. 
 

Here’s some things it may be helpful to know: 
 
Most of what you need to follow the service is in this bulletin. “ELW” refers 
to the red hymnal at your seat. If a song is not in the bulletin, it will be in 
that book.  
 Our “Pray & Play” area is for our children! We are so glad they are 
here and rejoice that God gives us many ways to worship, learn and pray. We 
love their giggles and squirms. Children’s coloring pages are available for 
them. There are books and bibles available for all ages, and kids are 
encouraged to participate and help with every and any aspect of the service – 
including reading Scripture and helping with communion! There is also a 
“Wiggle Room” towards the back of the sanctuary if you need a separate 
space for your little one where you can still hear the service. 
 
 

 This Sunday Next Sunday 

Communion  
Preparation 

Chris Terry Bonnie Bladow 

Fellowship Patty Bryant VOLUNTEER NEEDED 

Technical Support Adam Bryant Megan Bladow 

Altar Flowers  Susan Halvor 
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WELCOME 
 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP           ELW 535  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, by whose hand we are given new birth, 
by whose speaking we are given new life. Amen. 
 
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are welcomed, restored, and 
supported as citizens of the new creation. Let us give thanks for the gift of 
baptism. Holy God, holy and merciful, holy and mighty, you are the river of 
life, you are the everlasting wellspring. In mercy and might you have freed us 
from death and raised us with Jesus, the firstborn of the dead. In baptismal 
waters our old life is washed away, and in them we are born anew. 
Glory to you for oceans and lakes, for rivers and streams. Honor to you for 
waters that wash us clean, quench our thirst, and nurture both crops and 
creatures. Praise to you for the life-giving water of baptism, the outpouring of 
the Spirit of the new creation. 
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Wash away our sin and all that separates us from you. 
Empower our witness to your resurrection. 
Strengthen our resolve in seeking justice for all. 
 
Satisfy the world’s need through this living water. Where drought dries the 
earth, bring refreshment. Where despair prevails, grant hope. Where chaos 
reigns, bring peace. We ask this through Christ, who with you and the Spirit 
reigns forever. Amen. 
 
GATHERING HYMN            ELW 377 
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CHILDREN'S SERMON        Chris Terry 
 
SCRIPTURE—Acts 8:26-40 
 
A reading from the book of Acts. 
 
26An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the 
road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) 27So 
he got up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the 
Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had come 
to Jerusalem to worship 28and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was 
reading the prophet Isaiah. 29Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this 
chariot and join it.” 30So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet 
Isaiah. He asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” 31He replied, “How 
can I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside 
him. 32Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading was this: 
 
 “Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, 
  and like a lamb silent before its shearer, 
   so he does not open his mouth. 
 33In his humiliation justice was denied him. 
  Who can describe his generation? 
   For his life is taken away from the earth.” 
 
34The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say 
this, about himself or about someone else?” 35Then Philip began to speak, and 
starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news about 
Jesus. 36As they were going along the road, they came to some water; and the 
eunuch said, “Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from being 
baptized?” 38He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and 
the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized him. 39When they 
came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the 
eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. 40But Philip found 
himself at Azotus, and as he was passing through the region, he proclaimed the 
good news to all the towns until he came to Caesarea.  
 
Word of God, Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God. 
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I LOVE TO TELL THE STORY                 John Hoopes
              
SCRIPTURE — John 15:1-8 
 
The Gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
[Jesus said:] 1“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. 2He 
removes every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears 
fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. 3You have already been cleansed 
by the word that I have spoken to you. 4Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as 
the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can 
you unless you abide in me. 5I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who 
abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can 
do nothing. 6Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and 
withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7If 
you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and 
it will be done for you. 8My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much 
fruit and become my disciples.”  
 
The Gospel of our Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON      from Bishop Shelley Wickstrom, 
        read by Dianne Soderlund 
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HYMN                    ELW 639 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 
Lord in your mercy. 
Hear our prayer. 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you! 
 



 

 8 

OFFERING 
 

On the back of this bulletin you will find a tear-off sheet for you to fill out your 
information if you are visiting, or if you would like to submit a prayer request. All 

prayers are private unless you indicate otherwise. Please place the sheet in the 
offering. 

OFFERTORY           ELW 388  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
 
Risen One, you call us to believe and bear fruit. May the gifts that we offer 
here be signs of your abiding love. Form us to be your witnesses in the 
world, through Jesus Christ, our true vine. Amen. 
 
EUCHARIST PRAYER 
 
Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth, for you have had mercy on us and 
given your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in him should not perish 
but have eternal life. We give you thanks for the priceless grace you have 
bestowed upon us through Jesus Christ, who died upon the tree of Calvary 
and rose again to make us living branches, drawing our life from him and 
bearing fruit in all the world.  
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Send your Holy Spirit, the Spirit of truth and power, to renew our faith as 
we receive our crucified and risen Lord who comes to us in his body and 
blood.  
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.  
 
LORD'S PRAYER 
  
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen.  
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COMMUNION HYMNS 
 
ELW 483                  
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ELW 629         
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BLESSING 
 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 
in his grace.  
Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BENEDICTION  
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 
The God of resurrection power, the Christ of unending joy, and the Spirit of 
Easter hope ☩ bless you now and always. 
Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN               ELW 537 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DISMISSAL 
 
Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
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PRAYER  

REQUEST 

Please place 

this tab in the 

offering plate. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 I would like a call from 

Pastor Liz 

April 28, 2024 

CALENDAR 
Lutheran Church of Hope events are in bold 

 
SUNDAY, APRIL 28 
8:30 AM—Bible Study 
10 AM—Worship with Holy Communion 
2 PM—Christian Worship Center 
4:30 PM—Confirmation Class at Central 

Lutheran Church 
 
MONDAY, APRIL 29 Office Hours 1-5 PM 
9 AM—United Church of God 
6 PM—Sit Stay Play AK 
 
TUESDAY, APRIL 30 Office Hours 1-5 PM 
4:30 PM—Mobile Food Pantry 
7 PM—Plus 24 AA 
7 PM—Shoulder to Shoulder Al Anon 
 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 1 Office Hours 1-5 PM 
 
THURSDAY, MAY 2 Office Hours 1-5 PM 
6:30 PM—Overeaters Anonymous 
 
FRIDAY, MAY 3 
6 PM—Sit Stay Play AK 
 
SATURDAY, MAY 4 
12 PM—United Church of God 
5 PM—Christian Worship Center 
 
SUNDAY, MAY 5 
8:30 AM—Bible Study 
10 AM—Worship With Holy Communion 
2 PM—Christian Worship Center 
4:30 PM—Confirmation Class at Central 

Lutheran Church 
 


